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Welcome to this first edition of SODEI’s LESPLAY Newsletter – Our Planet Series, Vol.1 In this series we present our first 5 feature 
participants: Gideon, Jesse, Harmony, Elizabeth and Ako. During this series we organised 3 sessions with participants; the first 
discussing important concerns about the environment and the last two focusing on participant’s arts and ideas about saving the 
planet. Participants worked independently during the last 2 sessions with little guidance from supervisors. 

o 02 Meet the participants  

#2 Jesse illustrates the 
importance of re- afforestation. 
Planting and replanting trees is 
an effective method of 
environmental conservation. 
“When trees are in an 
environment, harmful effects 
like soil erosion will be limited.”  

 #3 Harmony draws on how a 
good animal habitat should 
be, without the interruption 
from humans. “I think the 
destruction of their habitats 
like cutting down trees can 
harm or destroy animal life... 
animals play a big role in 
supporting other species like 
plants to grow” “They can be 
protected by humans not 
interfering in their habitats. 
They can be saved by 
creating reserve parks and 
zoos in order to ensure they 
will not be killed”..  

 

#4 Elizabeth depicts the illegal trade 
on animals as a possible 
cause of extinction. According to Eli, 
when animals scepies get extinct, it 
has an effect on the ecosystem. She 
opines, there is need to refrain from 
human activities that can harm their 
habitat like logging. She advocates 
for conservation units like reserve 
parks particularly for species facing 
extinction.  

#5 Ako believes community 
engagement is crucial. “I believe 
when communities come together 
through initiatives such as clean-
up campaigns, it helps to maintain 
a clean and sustainable 
environment...choosing specific 
community clean up days is an 
effective measure”.  

 

Young participants 
demonstrate agency in 

their creative ideas about 
environmental 
preservation 

LESPLAY CREATIVE KAFE 
A platform for creativity, 

participatory action, 
leisure & play 

o 02 About LESPLAY 

“Children and young people 
express themselves through 
creative arts and play”  

LESPLAY employs creative 
methods and play to engage 
children and young people in the 
conflict affected English-
speaking regions of Cameroon. 
The aim is for them to learn 
about rights, develop creative 
talents and skills in ways that are 
interactive and fun. LESPLAY 
provides learning support, a 
place for play and a platform for 
children to speak about their 
experiences. Participants express 
their understanding of rights, 
their daily experiences within 
their communities and wider 
societal issues through drawing, 
sketching, painting and 
photography. Through tutoring 
and participatory action, young 
participants also improve their 
skills in math, public speaking 
and IT. SODEI will select those 
gifted with artistic skills to 
showcase and create 
opportunities for career 
development. 

#1 Gideon believe recycling is key 
to ensuring a clean and 
sustainable environment through 
the reduction of pollution on land 
and water. Recycling can be 
controlled through recycling 
points and reward. According to 
Gideon, inadequacy of recycling 
plants and lack of information is a 
major setback. 

 

o 03 Staff 

LESPLAY PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR  

"I enjoyed working with the 
children during this 
Environmental Conversation 
topic, I saw the willingness 
and excitement in them to 
learn more about their 
environment they live in. 
Was so amazed at their level 
of maturity when they were 
sharing their various 
opinions and ideas about 
what they think are the best 
ways of preserving the 
environment. Overall, 
working with these children 
is so heartwarming as I get 
to see them bloom into 
wonderful leaders our 
community will be very proud 
of" Tataw Ayuk Emilie  

 

Creative Arts Coordinator  

“My hope is to reach out to 
as many young people as 
possible with a passion in 
arts, to encourage them not 
to throw away their God 
given talents” Tebah Ruth  

 


